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later laws the existence of the Bureau was extended
to January 1, 1869, in the unreconstructed States,
but its educational and financial activities were
continued until June 20, 1872.

The chief objections to the Bureau from the
conservative Northern point of view were summed
up in the President's veto messages. The laws
creating it were based, he asserted, on the theory
that a state of war still existed; there was too great
a concentration of power in the hands of a few
individuals who could not be held responsible;
with such a large number of agents ignorant of the
country and often working for their own advantage
injustice would inevitably result; in spite of the
fact that the negro everywhere had a status in
court, arbitrary tribunals were established, with-
out jury, without regular procedure or rules of
evidence, and without appeal; the provisions in
regard to abandoned lands amounted to confisca-
tion without a hearing; the negro, who must in the
end work out his own salvation, and who was
protected by the demand for his labor, would be
deluded into thinking his future secure without
further effort on his part; although nominally
Tinder the War Department, the Bureau was not
subject to military control; it was practically a